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OPIED GUIDELINES 

Op/cd art icles shou ld t:xpress an opinion. Edi tors !;ay they receive too many article~ Ih<l\ 
simply give the txlckground of a problem withollt otTering a solution. The author should express 
h i~ or her \ 'icwpoint. 

The argument must be supported with statistics. anecdOles. and result s or studies or any 
Dlher speci fic in fc lrmatin n available. It is nOl enough j usllo state a po int of " iew . II must also be 
SlIpPorlcd with logical arg ument. Op/cd anicks unsuppurted by specifics arc cal k-d 
"thumbsLlckers" and arc not highly regarded by ncwspapt:r editors, 

The sl yl t: should be info rmaL somewhat like a newspaper leth:.: r- to-thc-t::d itor. Stale ~ OllJ 
argulllc lH early and bac k illip. Do n't wail Lllll illhc end of the artic k' to express your vil.:ws . 

Articles for ne\.V!ipapers should be 700 words in length o r less. McCimchy-Tribunc News 
Service now speci fies 600 words . Some puh l icati(ln~ will Ilccepllengthy op/cds but in generaL 
the longer the article, the less t.:hance of pickup. 

Try not to be too academ ic . You can usc the tirst person ("I thi nk il's high lime the 
Congress .. . "). You also can ndd rcss the reader directly. 

Be firm, but nol fanatical. A wishY-W'd.shy article won't he used but one- that comes on too 
st rong nHly unde r-mint: your credibi lity as a SIXlkcspef:\on. 

### 

(1'\·1051 of these basic gu idel ines firs t wert: developed by Mary Dunkle, ronncI" manager o f" 
the news burcall <II Penn Slate University) . 
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COMMENTARY 

Liberal arts makes economic sense 


TI
BY DAVID J. KLOOSTER 

iS is the waiting sea.son fo r high school 
seniors and their parents. Every trip to the 
mailbox comes with an edge of an.'tiety: 

Will the college acceptance or rejection come 
'~kl ay? .a.nd If an ac:ccptance. will the fi nancial ail: 
offer be generous enough to make the college 
dream possible? 

At the small liberal arts college where I teach, 
the twist is that we ace waiting to see if enough 
students will e[lf()ll .•o\nd at home, my youngest 
son Is a high school senior. 

There is still a strong case for attending a 
liberal arts college. J sometimes meet in my En­
glish Department office \O\;th prospective stu­
dents and their parents. The student listens 
respectfully to my pitch about terrific facu lty and 
interesting courses. Her mother beams, as she 
reali7.eS that her chUd-rearing emphasis on read­
lng with her daughter is about to be fulfilled: the 
girl Is going to major in Engl ish. The father sits 
quietly. arms crossed, head down. thinking. 
"Thirty-five grand a year. and she's going to study 
poetry?~ Only when I mention the strong in­
ternship program and the job market successes 
of our graduates does he look \IP and begin to be 
engaged. 

I know that father s anxiety. Deep into this 
rec6Sion, it's a tough time for his daughter - or 
for my son - to decide that a liberal education is 
the best option. But it is the right investment. 

If I had a fev.· moments alone with that father, 
here', what I'd lell him. 

We'll teach )'Qur daughter to write ....'tll. Even 
In this dis mal economy. colleges continue to bear 
that strong writing sldlls are the most funda­
mental skills sought by employers. We know that 
your daughter al ready writes around the clock­
on Faceboo'k, on e-mail and in those hundreds of 
abbreviated text messages on ber cell pbone. 

But these are 1Wittery, fragmentary messa~s, 
In her firs t·year composition course, we'll teach 
her \.0 craft a strong argument, use contemporary 

research tools and extend her ideas from a couple 
ofHnes to many pages. We'll emphasize writing 
in her first year and stay after her until she gradu· 
ates. Writing is crucial. 

As she continues 10 her studies., we'll add 
rnn-els that require hetto develop skills in anal),­
sis and interpretation (abilIties necessary in any 
business or organization), poems that require her 
to slow down and pay close attention (a funda­
m~ntallife skill), and plays or films that ask her 
to understand how human beings relate to one 
another, how they are motivated, how the)' suc­
ceed or fall. She'llleam about people - and 
about herself. 

We won't train her in a soon-to-be outmoded 
speciaJty.insteild, ~'II provide herwilh the 
skills, knowledge and attituCles that will see her 
through any challenge. 'tour investment in her 
education. I'd like to tell this father, will be mon­
ey well spent. 

\-\'hen the waiting season is over, th.ese 1i1>eral 
arts students will be the ones who see new possi· 
bilities, who understand themselves and the 
world and who are most likely to help us over­
come our woes. 

Dtr.1d Klooster Is chair ofli'le ~of~at 
HoPeCoiege In HoIand. Md\. Faxc:o:nmantS 10(3)3) 
596-5253.e-malttwntollm~.oom or mllll 
::t1&'f1toEdt Page. 615 W Laf....-na. J:Jetnn 1.1148226. 
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Science may be solid , but its image is not 
-Scientists must not only talk among Ihemselves; they 
must reach out to a skeptical public. Here's how. 

By CHARLES NIEDERRITER 

Recently Sen. John McCain 
repeated criticism made during the 
campaign by his running mate, Gov. 
Sarah Palin, about scientific research. 
Specifically, they knocked fruit fly 
research, which has a long and 
honored history in medical and 
scientific inquiry. 

That these comments find a 
favorable market illustrates the need 
for scienlists to communicate more 
effectively with the public about their 
work. The public's lack of trust of 
scientists has ted to inadequate 
scIence education and to a continued 
erosion of the standing of American 
science. 

Attendance at science museums 
continues to decline. The Museum of 

Science and Industry in Chicago, for 
example, reported a 15 percent drop 
in attendance last year. And science 
teachers In many school districts 
continue to struggle for adequate 
support. Young people in nalions 
such as Australia, China and New 
Zealand are allen beller prepared in 
mathematics and science when they 
enler college or university. 

II is lime far all scientists to 
change this situation by taking 
seriously the role of outreach and 
communication. II is no longer good 
enough to do good science and 
expect someone else to handle 
communication wilh Ihe public. 

There are a numb~r 01 possible 
approaches to bringing science to the 
public, from science museums to 
lifelong learning programs such as 
Elderhostel or those 01 the Osher 

Lifetong Learning Institutes. One new 
idea be ing tested is the concept of 
science cafes, where the public can 
come for a taste of science in a 
nonthreatening environmer"1t. Science 
cafes are being held in coffee shops 
and other locations in many U.S. 
cities. 

Colleges and universities should 
playa larger role. Most higher­
education hstilulions hold 
conferences at which scientists speak 
to one anotiler. But what if more 
cotteges made concerted elforts to 
hold science conferences aimed nol 
at scientists but at the general public? 
Wou ld anyone come? 

Yes, they would. The college I 
serve offers proof. For two days in 
early October each year, Gustavus 
Adolphus College plays hosllo the 
Nobel Conference. Although the 
science discussed by the speakers is 
cutting-edge, the Nobel Conference 
isn't just for scientists, but for the 

5,000 or more high school and 
college students , inlerested adults, 
and lifelong learners who attend 
annually. Presentations by some of 
the world's foremost research 
scientists focus on scientific issues of 
theoretical Importance and social 
significance. 

The prominent scientists I have 
met through this conference and 
elsewhere are eager to share their 
expertise and findings with the public. 
America needs to maximize 
opportunities lor them to do thaI. 
Scientists and educators can no 
longer alford to leave the framing and 
interpretation of scientific issues to 
others . 

Charles Niederriter is a professor 
of physics and director of the 
Nobel Conrerence at Gustavus 
Adolphus College in St. Peter, 
Minn. 


